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a "practitioner," the doctor was summoned. The
doctor was informed immediately upon his arrival.
that he was really the second choice and the lady
told of her pet bull terrier which had been taken
with distemper and given up to die by a leading
veterinarian. In despair the lady called up a prom-
inent "practitioner," whose writings by the way
are often in the newspapers, and the dog was
healed at once by a single absent treatment. -Why
not, therefore, change the definition of disease to
"a mistake of the human or the canine mind"?
And if canines can be slipped into the category,
why not include all animals, and then all thinking
things, and, rather than run afoul of modern biol-
ogy, all things that show life? But if disease is
to be limited to the thinking creature, how about
disease in the insane or the idiotic or imbecile ?
Disease, one would think, must presuppose a mind.
And without mind there could not be disease.
Therefore to be without disease, one should first
be without a mind. Perhaps this may be true, on
a Christian Science basis. However, we prefer
our science to be logical and to be based on some-
thing of reasonable scientific fact.

Another statement of the writer quoted above
also meets with our approval. He is somewhat
late in discovering it, to be sure, as it was written
into medical and biological science some time ago
and has been lately demonstrated in the laboratory
(a vivisection laboratory, by the way) by Cannon
and others. Says he: "It is very plain to the stu-
dent of Christian Science that the direct effects of
wrong thinking upon the body, such as the indul-
gence of malice, anger, hatred and revenge, cannot
be healed either by drug or knife." "Drugging
the poor innocent body to correct the effects of
sinful thought is little else than trying to erase a
shadow on the wall, without interfering with that
which is responsible for the shadow." If there is
no matter, how can there be a shadow? If the
body is unsubstantial, so are the drugs, and where
are we the worse off? By Christian Science rea-
soning, it would strike the impartial observer that
drugs through their unsubstantial action on the
unsubstantial body, might be expected to cause
mental purgation, and emesis and all the other
actions sometimes accredited to drugs. We find
ourselves thus in the position of having proved
some time ago what Christian Science now an-
nounces as a new discovery, and of rather re-
fusing to follow logical Christian Science reasoning
as applied to the metaphysical action of drugs.

Enough has been said to show that the basis of
reasoning in this system is destroyed by its own
reasoning, if it be logical, and that to apply the
name "science" to such inconsistencies is most
unscientific.

VENEREAL DISEASE AND THE ARMY.
Information recently received by the Bureau of

Venereal Diseases of the State Board of Health
shows that during the twelve weeks ending Decem-
ber 7, 1917, 2I,742 new cases of venereal disease
were reported from thirty-one cantonments. The
incapacitation of these men involves not only loss
of time. It has cost the government to keep them
during the period of hospital confinement (varying

from one to eight weeks), more money than is re-
quired to maintain the entire command at Camp
D,ix in New Jersey with 20,859 men, plus an addi-
tional sum for medical treatment. In hundreds of
these cases the disease will relapse, in many in-
stances, after the men have arrived in France and
have presumably been put in condition for active
service at the front, at a cost to the government of
about $i5oo for each man.
A large proportion of these cases of venereal dis-

ease originate, not in the camp or in communities
surrounding the camp, but in cities and towns from
which the men come and through which they pass
en route to the camps. This statement is clearly
proved by reports from the Surgeon-General's of-
fice. The enormous monetary cost due to venereal
disease is thus due largely to conditions in civil
life.

These facts show clearly the urgent need for an
organized simultaneous attack by all states on
venereal disease. When only a few states deal
with the problem, and some of these but spasmodi-
cally, the result is only to drive' the chief carriers,
the prostitutes, from one state to another. State
Boards of Health in each state should enlist the
active co-operation of governors, mayors, chiefs of
police, police judges, district and city attorneys,
hospital superintendents, and educators, in an or-
ganized and general attack on venereal disease.
The special article in this issue by Dr. Sperry,

on the campaign of the San Francisco Board of
Health against venereal disease, is worthy of care-
ful studv. Such a campaign, related to and co-
operating with the venereal disease bureau of the
state Board of Health, is needed in every city of
California where there is possibility of dissemina-
tion of venereal disease. Along with these cam-
paigns, there is urgent need that the medical pro-
fession, as a whole, cease its indifference and laissez
faire attitude toward this problem. Flippancy and
cynical discussion are too often heard when the
question of venereal disease is presented before
medical societies. Both are in extremely bad taste
and are neither rational at the present day nor
patriotic. Let us have no more of them. That
doctor who considers the entire subject a joke, is
not fit to be a doctor. That doctor who is not a
supporter of the government's policy of absolute
repression of prostitution as the best solution of the
question, so far as it affects carriers, is not conver-
sant with present day sociological returns and needs
to do some serious study of present day conditions.
The medical profession sho'uld be in the front rank
of the attack on venereal disease, both in its organ-
ized public capacity, and even more importantly in
its individual relations to this great' problem.

ALARM'S AND RUMORS.
From time to time we hear that some member

of our organization, who has been unfortunate
enough to be sued for some alleged act of unskill-
fulness or neglectful omission, has suffered griev-
ously at the hands of our organization. The story
runs that the Secretary's office was indifferent or
careless, or that our legal staff was ineffective
and failed to respond to his dire need; or the yarn


